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The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the
world, and all who live in it (Psalm 24:1)

.

Minister`s Letter
I hope that you used Bible month well, not just studying the Book of
Jonah with us over four Sundays but also engaging in other bible
studies. I decided that I would study the other so-called Minor
Prophets including the books of Amos and Hosea. This could have
been rather depressing as these books are full of doom and gloom,
warnings of judgement for the Jewish nations of Israel and Judah,
and a record of what they had coming to them if they didn’t mend
their ways. Of course we know that they didn’t listen to the
prophets and they were then in deep trouble as their cities were
sacked and they were taken into captivity in Babylon.
But amidst all these dire warnings and terrible outcomes, there is an
underlying theme that we found too in our studies of Jonah. It is
that God doesn’t give up on us even if and when we give up on him.
And there is an abiding hope that the people of God, loved by an
ever-merciful Father, will be rewarded those who listen to him and
obey him.
Amos says: “let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like
an ever-flowing stream”. This was to a people who knew what
drought would mean, with bad harvests and hunger. At this end of
creation-tide, we remember all Christians who are actively engaged
in helping in our world of inequalities, of riches and poverty, of
abundance and scarcity of resources. We commend the work of All
We Can this harvest time (see later article) as we support some of
their projects.
Amos also reminded his hearers that God demanded right sacrifices
- of the heart and not of offerings to foreign gods. Right worship as

well as right actions are what God loves. Martin Luther King, whose
50th anniversary of death we had earlier this year, pointed out in his
“I have a dream” speech that our worship services are still
repugnant to God unless we back up what we sing on a Sunday
through our actions all week long.
So don’t just come to church week by week, don’t just read your
Bible fervently, but make sure we lead active holy lives in caring for
God’s creation and all our fellow human beings.
Pastor Tim
INTERN NEWS
As I write this, I have been officially working in Rome for 5 days!
Although everything is very new and different to life in the U.K. (the
weather being one big difference) I am settling in well. Everybody I
have met at PSA and elsewhere has been friendly and helpful and
this has meant that I have felt incredibly welcome and at ease,
despite being in a completely new environment.
Last week, I had an induction for the ONE intern programme in
London and met the other 2018-19 interns. There are 10 of us this
year, completing placements in the U.K., mainly London, with the
exception of me here in Rome.
At the induction, we met Gareth Powell, the current Secretary of the
Methodist Conference, who talked to us about the creation of, and
rationale behind, the internship programme, and gave us a very
brief history of Methodism. I was then commissioned, along with the
other interns, during a service at Methodist Church House, where
Gareth reflected on the idea of taking risks. He used a quote by Colin

Morris, and this is something which I have been meditating on and
feels especially relevant with my move to a different job and a new
country.
‘There is no worthwhile human activity that does not involve an
element of risk, physical, emotional or moral. For human potential to
blossom we need a cause greater than ourselves; one that will not
exhaust itself before we exhaust ourselves’.
Back in Rome, I have been making a start on the admin work that I
will be doing for MEOR and PSA. So far, this has involved becoming
familiar with the MEOR booking system, preparing the orders of
service and the Bridge, attending various meetings in Rome and
assisting with the social media. 100 people now like the PSA
Facebook page (with some help from my mother who became the
100th person this week!)
I am very grateful for how welcome I have felt at PSA. I am looking
forward to the challenges and risks ahead and I feel very hopeful
and optimistic about this year.
Rachel
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS:
A message from Roland Vergano:
How are the days going with you there? Hoping fine, in good health
and always in a perfect mood. Here in the Philippines we are still
adjusting for our daily routine the food, the humid environment,
heavy rain almost every day that I never been experienced before,
all the rest are fine to us.

ALL WE CAN UPDATE
This year, All We Can celebrates 80 years working as a movement
tackling poverty and injustice in some of the world’s poorest
communities. To celebrate this birthday and the difference that
Ponte Sant’ Angelo is making as an All We Can Partner Church, we
have been given worship materials, which we will be using on 21st
October for our harvest theme.
Some prayer points from All We Can:
 Continue to pray for Zimbabwe during this difficult and
uncertain time for the country, and particularly the work that
All We Can are doing there.
 Thank God for the changes that families are experiencing.
 Pray for continued success for the Sungano group (meaning,
‘being together’).

UPDATE ON ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS
On Sunday 16th September, at Ponte Sant’Angelo Methodist Church
in Rome, we held our first pot luck lunch where compostable cups,
plates, dishes and spoons and forks were used. Instead of being
thrown away or recycled, the tableware, created by Vegware, can be
put with other organic materials and composted.

The issue of single use plastic at
pot luck lunches was originally
raised at a Church Council
meeting in January 2018, and we
discussed various solutions, such
as the possibility of reverting to
normal plates and cutlery and
investing in a dishwasher, as well
as using compostable plastic
ware.
This move away from single use
plastic clearly comes at a
financial cost for our church.
However, Lindsay Twomlow, the
church council member who first raised the issue of single use
plastic, comments that although it would have been very easy to say
that this project was too expensive and inconvenient, that is exactly
why the world is obsessed with one use plastic – it is cheap and it is
easy. For Lindsay, it was very important that Ponte Sant’Angelo
moved away from this widespread mentality. Pastor Tim adds that
as a church, we judged that the cost to the environment of not being
responsible in our use of materials was far greater. He explains that
the thought behind the initiative is the importance of taking
practical action in caring for the environment in creationtide.
Our hope at Ponte Sant’Angelo is that this will encourage other
churches to do the same, and prioritise sustainability over simply
cost and convenience.

DICASTERY CONFERENCE ATTENDED BY FIONA KENDALL
From 18th – 20th September, a World Conference on Xenophobia,
Racism, and Populist Nationalism in the Context of Global Migration
was hosted by the Vatican. This ecumenical conference was
organised jointly by the World Council of Churches and the Dicastery
for Promoting Integral Human Development, in collaboration with
the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity. Speakers came
from diverse faith communities, civil society and inter-governmental
partners such as UNHCR, UNICEF and the Council of Europe.
Among the outcomes of the conference was the acknowledgment
that we should promote a culture of storytelling. A culture of fear
and misunderstanding exists in many parts of the world today, even
within the churches, and both leads to, and justifies, exclusion,
stigmatisation and criminalisation of migrants and refugees. Positive
migration stories counter this culture. Integration should also be
promoted, and creating opportunities for individuals to meet avoids
the dehumanisation of groups that we do not know. Ultimately,
proximity and connection through the development of personal
stories undermine the narrative of fear.
An ecumenical message was produced by the conference. It states
that based on the ‘example of Jesus Christ, we seek to raise a
narrative of love and of hope, against the populist narrative of hate
and of fear.’ The mission of the churches and all Christians is to
proclaim that every human being is worthy of respect and
protection, through living out the welcome of the stranger.
Churches are also called to work with inter-religious and other
partners, in caring for those who are suffering, because good
cooperation between these various groups is essential in the fight
against xenophobia and racism.

Speaking to conference delegates, Pope Francis expressed his
awareness of ‘expressions of solidarity, welcome and integration for
strangers’ and his hope that the meeting would give rise to many
more collaborative initiatives, in order to together construct a
society which is ‘more just and which expresses solidarity’.
OCTOBER OPEN GARDEN DAY
A message from Rose Wentz at the Ecumenical Garden
Hello gardeners and lovers of gardens, Fall is coming and we will
change to our fall schedule. That means the open house will be
10am to 1pm. The open day in October is Saturday 20th. We hope to
see you there. Invite your friends. Remember we can open
the garden on other days if anyone wants to use the garden. It is not
required to work in the garden to come and enjoy the peace and
quiet.

BIBLE MONTH
Bible Month 2019 is being relaunched
this September by the Leaders of
Worship and Preachers Trust (LWPT)
and the Methodist Church.
Bible Month is an opportunity for churches and individuals to spend
four weeks engaging with one book of the Bible. We have just
studied the book of Jonah, and for 2019, it will be the book of
Colossians. The aim of Bible Month is to improve biblical literacy
and engagement within churches. A digital version of the magazine
will be available to download
from www.preachweb.org/biblemonth from January 2019.
VISITING PREACHERS this autumn
14th October
Pastor Eric Noffke (Facolta Valdese)
11th November
Bishop Mary Ann Swenson, Vice Moderator of
the World Council of Churches
CHURCH COUNCIL DATES FOR THE AUTUMN:
The Church Council will meet in the Methodist Centre on the fifth
floor after service on these dates: please could CC members note
these. If you have any issues you want raising, including the decision
to become a welcoming church, please let a Church Council member
know. The following are members: Sandra Mi, Marcello Marinelli,
Evelyn Kalaw, Arosh de Mel, Mary Owusu, Gladys Annan, Alessia and
Federico Milani/Montelli.
October 28th, December 9th

BIBLE STUDY HOME GROUP
The Bible Study home group resumes on 13th October. We will meet
on Saturdays at 5.30 pm and we will be studying the Book of Acts.
Details: Mobile 338/1675680 - Via del Casaletto 63 - Buzz Montelli –
Milani (Monteverde area)
Following dates: 27th October, 10th November, 24th November, 15th
December.
DATES FOR THE DIARY
On Saturday 20th October at 7:30pm, a
meal to commemorate the 50th anniversary
of the death of Martin Luther King will be
held at Via Firenze. Tickets are available by
contacting: 3293610848 or
info@metodistiroma.it
On November 11th (the 100th anniversary of the ending of the First
World War) there will be a special event at All Saints featuring words
and music for remembrance at 6:30pm. Please make this known and
encourage others to come.
FORTHCOMING SERVICES
October 7th
October 14th
October 21st
October 28th

Pastor Tim with communion and service of
thanksgiving for Maysa
Pastor Eric Noffke
Harvest festival - all age worship followed
by pot luck lunch
Pastor Tim - Bible Sunday

Harvest Festival on 21st October
Please bring a token offering of fruit and vegetables or produce with
which we will decorate the church on arrival.
After the service and over pot luck lunch, we invite the congregation
to share these out as a sign of our fellowship together.

Weekly Offerings [P =cash; E =Envelopes; BB = Birthday Basket.]
Totals for July, August and September
July
P608,32
E 1.712,00
TTL. 2.460, 32
August P253,07
E1.295, 00 (BB102,20) TTL 1.649, 87
Sept
P 567.50 E 1,995
(BB 130,00) TTL 2,692.50
Bills have to be paid even though you may be away. Please give
regularly and consider the envelope scheme.

