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Peace for Korea

MINISTER`S LETTER
If I were to ask you what you would think of if I mentioned the
country of Korea, you might first think of the threats of war, or the
nuclear tests undertaken by the North, or the retaliatory words of
the South Koreans and Americans, who nearly 70 years ago went to
war with the North to defend the South for democracy.
The Korea War ended in a stalemate, in the division of North and
South, separated by walls and fences and the Demilitarized Zone,
and lasting hostility and tension. Ironically, two controversial and
unpredictable Presidents, Trump and Kim, have had talks in
Singapore recently. And now there is renewed talk of lasting peace.
The World Methodist Council, of which I am a member, met at
Kwanglim Methodist Church in Seoul recently. Its focus was very
much on building bridges and breaking down walls, not just between
countries long divided (thinking particularly of Korea) but people
separated by the evils of migration, racism and poverty, the three
foci for this quinquennium of the work of the WMC.
Whether in the tensions caused by migrations from Africa and Asia
to Europe, or in the legacy of past migrations and evils of racism
which still exist (evident in the USA recently), or the terrible disparity
of wealth in the world and access to its precious resources, not just
the fossil fuels but also of water, the work of our various committees
is addressing these issues in preparation of the next World
Methodist Conference in Gotenburg Sweden in 2021.
Christ is the one who reconciles all to God. He is the Prince of Peace.
Through us his disciples in Churches today we are called to heal the

divisions which still exist in Gods world. In the words of the old
peace song:
Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me
Let there be peace on earth
The peace that was meant to be

With God as our Father
Brothers all are we
Let me walk with my brother
In perfect harmony

We must work out what it means to be at peace with our neighbour,
the strangers in our midst, those economically challenged and the
countries of the world whom some are quick to label `foes` . What
are we as a Church able to do to demonstrate the radical hospitality
which the President of the British Methodist Conference, Micky
Youngson, has challenged us to pursue?
Hoping you have had a relaxing summer and are ready for the year
ahead.
Every blessing
Pastor Tim

Korean Church leaders
lead a peace vigil
encouraging those
gathered to ring a peace
bell

INTERN NEWS
I can`t believe how quick this past year has gone. I have really
enjoyed my time here in Rome! It’s been a life changing experience,
where I have been able to meet a variety of interesting people,
attend ecumenical events such as the Papal Vespers in January, and
explore this beautiful city and other parts of Italy. I have really
enjoyed being involved with Sunday School, volunteering with the
Community of Sant` Egidio and Pozzo di Giacobbe. I am thankful for
all of the friends I have made whilst being here and made my time
here very enjoyable.
I want to thank
everyone for being so
welcoming and
supportive whilst
being here. Thank you
all for helping me to
settle in and being so
friendly, as I
remember feeling
quite nervous when I
first moved out here.
I have learnt a lot whilst being here and feel like my faith has been
widened and have grown as a person. I am currently applying to
graduate training schemes and jobs, so fingers crossed!
Just want to say thank you all so much again for all your support and
help, I have had an amazing year that I will not forget. I will
definitely miss you all and Rome. Think I will miss the view of the
Castle from my office and all the amazing gelati too!!! I hope to
come back and visit. Abigail

GHANA PROJECT- SUMMARY PROJECT REPORT by MARY OWUSU
During my last visit to Ghana, I paid a visit to inspect the ongoing
project for the Physically Challenged.
Together with Mr. Hagan who is an assistant to Madam Mary
Jackson Kay and Mr. Atta Brenya who is the director of New Hope
Charitable Outreach Service for The Ageing (NEHOPCOSA) we visited
the site which has been rented for five years and also had a short
meeting with the Physically Challenged.
We first went to inspect the land acquired for the construction of
the workshop we realised the plot is big and suitable for the project
where they will be able to carry out their activities. We also saw the
purchased structure (Kiosk) where they have started working in it.
After visiting the site, we went to a close location to have a short
meeting with the Physically Challenged. Before the meeting, we
introduced ourselves and informed them about the reason of our
visit, which is to come and inspect and give account to the church.
The meeting was chaired by Mr. Atta Brenya and Mr. Hagan, in the
meeting we motivated and advise them to work very hard to
achieve the purpose of the project. They showed appreciation and
lauded Ponte Sant`Angelo for their great contribution and support
for the Project.
The leader of the Persons with disability Mr. Daniel Amu stated that
most of them have various skills such as Electronic repairer,
shoemakers,and tailoring and therefore it will be a great idea to
have a structure which can cater for all the aspect of their needs.
We met most of the persons but there was a couple we met which
we were really touched by their situation; the woman is not

physically challenged but her husband is, he is almost blind and
crippled. When they arrived at the meeting we realised his wife
carried him on the seat, in fact, we were saddened by their
situation.
They also asked me to be a mouthpiece and stand in to send their
deepest appreciation to Pastor Tim and the church as a whole.
After the meeting, we took group pictures.
Based on what I saw I believe the project would be successful and
will achieve the intended goal.

The Leader Mr. Daniel Amu in the white shirt.

Editor: thank you to Mary for making this visit and reporting back to
us how our 2000 euros has been spent on the project locally. We look
forward to further updates in the future.

Group Picture Myself, Mr.Brenya and the Physically Challenged.

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Juliet, Amanda Mancho`s mother returned to Cameroon after an
extended period here in Rome.
Veejay, Twinkle and Mark will return to India in September at the
end of Veejay`s 3 years with Air India in Rome and will be very much
missed.
Caroline`s fourth child, a little girl, was born on 30th June.
We also wish Lindsay and her family well, keeping them in our
prayers as they move to Manchester for Steve to get treatment at
The Christie Hospital, which specialises in cancer research and
treatment. We also trust that Robert, Lindsay`s father is recovering
after his transfer home.
We remember Emmy and Elena who have not been well recently.

REPORT FROM THE CHURCH COUNCIL
Environment
As a Church that would
like to be more
environmentally friendly,
the Church Council
decided that the Church
would use compostable
plates until such time as
the Church can consider
restyling the kitchen and
installing a dishwasher.
The compostable plates
had been used for the
Church social evening/dinner on the 29th June and was used at the
last Pot Luck Lunch on 8th July. It is a great way that the Church is
trying to reduce its plastic waste and raising awareness over impact
of plastic waste.

Extra cleaning
With the Church being constantly used throughout the week, it has
been decided to employ a cleaner for the Church, to ensure that it is
clean for everyone`s purposes. A lady, Rose, from Nigeria has been
appointed and started at the beginning of July. She was
recommended by the community of Sant` Egidio.

Electrics
At the beginning of July Mr Marinelli arranged for work to take place
on the church electricals, as it was felt that it needed improving. A
light was installed in the pulpit and extra electrical sockets. A solar
sensor will be placed above the cross over the outside door so that
the cross will be lit in the evening.
At the General Church meeting on 8th July Pastor Tim`s annual
report was accepted and the Church accounts were accepted by
members of the Church. The Church Council was re-elected en
bloc.

`CHOSEN PEOPLE: CALLED TO PROCLAIM`
This was the theme of the
European Area Seminar in
Belfast, Northern Ireland,
which I attended from 7th 11th June: it is also the
theme of the current
quinquennium 2016-2021 of
the World Federation of
Methodist and Uniting
Church Women. (I wrote about the World Assembly of the
WFMUCW in 2016, in a previous edition of The Bridge.) About 160
women attended from the Britain and Ireland Area and the Europe
Continental Area, including 3 from Italy: Lidia Ribet Noffke, the Italy
Unit president and president of the Europe Continental Area
(mother of our friend Pastor Eric Noffke), Greetje van der Veer, a
Senior Friend of the WFMUCW, and myself.

At the start of the Seminar we were greeted by the newly elected
Lord Mayor of Belfast, one of a number of women who have played
an important part in the civic life of the city in recent years, and by
Revd Dr Laurence Graham, then President of the Methodist Church
in Ireland. At the Celebration Dinner we were entertained by the
junior choir of the internationally renowned Methodist College
Belfast who sang a beautiful programme of modern popular songs
and a traditional Irish blessing.
The Vice President of the British Methodist Conference, Jill Baker,
led early morning prayers based on Jesus's encounter with the
Samaritan woman at the well. There was also an opportunity to visit
inter-active prayer stations based on the UN Sustainable
Development Goals, which are a focus of action for the WFMUCW
during the quinquennium.
On the first day we explored the theme through Worship with a
presentation on worship through the psalms. A choice of workshops
on worship included singing, story telling, creative worship and
prayer. I chose the latter on 'Praying Well', looking at how we live in,
connect to and practise the presence of God. We met in small
groups of women from the different Areas for discussion and
reflection, sharing our thoughts with and getting to know each
other. In my group there were women from Britain, Ireland , Latvia
and the Czech Republic. In the evening we met in our two Areas to
hear more about the work of our women's organisations in the
various Units. Europe Continental Area included about 46 women
from Italy, Germany, Portugal, Switzerland, France, Latvia, Russia,
Estonia, Bulgaria, Romania, Sweden, Norway, Czech Republic,
Austria, Hungary, Macedonia and Poland.

The focus for the second day was Proclaiming through Relationships.
Gillian Kingston, Vice President of the World
Methodist Council and a
regular visitor to PSA, led
an excellent Bible study on
Acts 10, the meeting
between Peter and
Cornelius. She encouraged
us to think about the
relationship between
these two very different
men and whether there
are people we have always
been told we should avoid
because they are so different from us. We thought about 'light-bulb'
moments when we realised things were no longer the same
concerning people we had wanted to avoid but now could view
differently. She left us with a challenge to meet the needs of those
who are different from us and to speak truth to power on behalf of
vulnerable people.
On the Sunday the focus was on the call to proclaim through Social
Action. We heard from the Helen Kim scholars, young women who
have had leadership training through the WFMUCW and are
responding to God's call - personally, in their churches and groups
and in their working lives. One of the HKS's from Europe Continental
Area, Ligia Istrate from Romania, edits the WFMUCW Tree of Life
newsletter as well as doing academic work and helping with a
children's centre. We heard news from the World Officers about

their meetings with women in various parts of the world and the
World Vice-President, Matilda Johnson, who facilitates the World
Federation's work at the United Nations, gave a presentation on the
UN Sustainable Development Goals.
Five of these were explored in workshops later, on SDG 1 No
Poverty, when Greetje van der Veer focused on Migration in Italy
and Mediterranean Hope, a subject very relevant for us here as
Methodists in Rome. SDG 10 Reduce Inequalities looking at the pay
gap between men and women and discriminative laws in many
countries, SDG 16 Peace and Justice where we need to start with
ourselves in cultivating forgiveness, prayer and fasting. SDG 5
Gender Equality focused on the issue of Female Genital Mutilation
and the campaign to eradicate it, while SDG 4 looked at Education,
especially as a means to reduce poverty and build good
communities.
On the Sunday afternoon some of the Seminar women joined a
march in Belfast to celebrate 100 years of Women's Suffrage
(women being given the vote in the UK) which took place at the
same time as marches in the other capital cities of the UK - London,
Cardiff and Edinburgh. Our final act of worship together included
Holy Communion presided over by a Swedish minister who
enthusiastically welcomed us to the next WFMUCW World Assembly
in her country in 2021. Alison Judd, World President, preached on
the disciples' assurance that the Lord was with them as they were
sent out to proclaim the message.
During free time some of us went on a bus tour of Belfast to see the
many historic and cultural sites including the now famous Titanic
quarter and ship yards, the Parliament building at Stormont, the City

Hall and Cathedral and the areas which were in the news at the
centre of the 'Troubles' in previous decades of violence between
Catholics and Protestants, Republicans and Loyalists. Many of us
signed our names on the Peace Wall which now stands as a
testament to a new spirit of reconciliation and unity in the city.
We had some fun during the cultural evening when one of the
games involved identifying various European foods and the
countries they represented. Then we had to name the capital cities
of all the European countries - that was harder to do! Harder still
was to recognise each country only by its shape on the map! We had
a wonderful display of Irish dancing by young girls who at the end
invited members of the audience to join in. First to get to their feet
were the women from the Zimbabwean Fellowship in the UK who
danced with great enthusiasm amid much laughter and clapping!
Before the Seminar we had been asked to bring a small photo of
ourselves with our name and country on the back. As we left we
were invited to pick up someone's photo to take home and pray for
them. I picked up Tabitha's, one of the Zimbabweans from London
who I discovered will be coming to PSA and Rome next March on a
pilgrimage organised through Methodist Women in Britain. I shall
look forward to seeing her again and I hope you will have a chance
to meet her! I don't know who picked up my photo but I'm sure they
will be praying for me too.
Angela Macquiban

REMEMBRANCE 100:
Remembrance 100 was
launched on 4th August (the
date of the outbreak of the
First World War for Britain)
with 100 Days of Peace and
Hope, leading up to the
centenary of Armistice Day.
100 Days of Peace and Hope
is available with prayers,
Bible readings, reflections
and peace-making activities. It features contributions from members
of the Methodist family and others, alongside Bible readings and
prayers. For the resources please visit
https://www.remembrance100.co.uk/100-days/ .

DATES FOR THE DIARY
16th Sept. Alternative Worship at All
Saints` at 17:00 led by Pastor Tim
FORTHCOMING SUNDAY SERVICES
12th August Revd Tom Stuckey
19th August Revd Tom Stuckey
26th August Own arrangement (Sandra, Alessia, Federico)
Revd Tom Stuckey was formerly Chair of the Southampton District
of the Methodist Church in Britain and President of the Methodist
Conference. He and his wife Chris will be staying in the Manse from
9th to 21st August while Pastor Tim and Angela are back in the UK.

Pastor Tim is attending the Oxford Institute of Methodist
Theological Studies which meets every 5 years. He is Co-Chair of
the Ecumenical studies Group.
2nd Sept. Pastor Tim and Holy Communion. Preacher: Mrs Gillian

Kingston, Vice President of the World Methodist Council.
9th Sept. Valdo Bertalot (the first on a series on Jonah)
16 Sept. Pastor Tim (Jonah 2) Sunday School resumes
23rd Sept. Pastor Tim (Jonah 3)
30th Sept. Pastor Tim (Jonah 4)
The Church Council decided that there should be a short more
focused series of sermons on one book of the Bible so we have
selected the book of Jonah to do this. Background notes will be
provided on the first Sunday and copies of the sermons made
available in case you cannot come to all of them!

